The plant-parasitic nematodes include a grass nematode, Anguina agrostis (Steinbuch), which was found parasitizing the seed heads of Arctagrostis latifolia. A stem nematode, Ditylenchus sp., was found attacking the leaves of Dryas integrifolia. Preliminary examination of the data immediately available indicated that the obstruction in Kennedy Channel had a pronounced effect on the surface water to the south of it. Because pack-ice was prevented from drifting south, the open water that appeared in Kennedy Channel and Kane Basin apparently became subject to much greater than normal solar heating during May, June, and July. Surface temperatures in the area of open water were as high as 5 to 6°C. and temperatures at 10-metre depth were occasionally as high as 4°C. Normally Kane Basin remains ice covered during the summer and the surface water remains cold. After the breaking of the ice dam both pack-ice and ice island drifted south and were subject to severe erosion by this comparatively warm surface water. Only the heaviest of the pack-ice survived the journey across Kane Basin and the pieces of the ice island suffered severe attrition.
Data on the break-up of WH-5 and the movement of the pieces were obtained as frequently as possible through aerial reconnaissance and surveillance from the USCGC Westwind when operating in the area. Our first reconnaissance out of Thule on July 24 showed that the island, still as a single piece, had moved away from the western side of the channel and was located east of Hans Island and north of Franklin Island, with its axis parallel to that of the channel. It had evidently passed to the north of Hans Island and rotated 90 degrees. From observations of the initial southward drift of sea-ice from northern Kennedy Channel after the removal of the obstruction it was possible to calculate with confidence that the date of release was July 22. On July 26 the island lay between Hans and Franklin islands and had broken into three major pieces and many small fragments. By July 30 the pieces were 10-cated in northern Kane Basin, having moved south at the rate of 18 to 24 km. per day. From July 30 to August 5 the major pieces continued south acros; Kane Basin to Smith Sound at an accelerated rate of 24 to 30 km. per day. However, when next observed on August 10/11 the rapid southward movement had abruptly stopped and a slow northward movement had set in, which continued until August 13, when the last observations were made.
At present no simple explanation can be offered for the irregular movement. Southerly winds, which prevailed in Smith Sound from July 30 to August 3 and again from August 9 to 11, may have interrupted the rapid southerly movement. Alternatively, the sudden change in speed and direction suggests that the Arctic Ocean-Baffin Bay exchange may take place in pulses; this view is supported by the fact that in the initial freeing of the ice island from Kennedy Channel there must have been some northerly movement of the water to free the island and allow it to move, intact, out of the main channel. 
